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MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The Executive Committee of the American Peace 
Society met in Pilgrim Hall, Boston, May 25, 1891, at 
2 p. m. Rev. A. A. Miner, D. D., was elected to the 
chair. Prayer by Rev. S. C. Bushnell. Rev. G. W. 
Stearns was elected Secretary pro tern. Minutes of last 
meeting read and approved. 

" Voted, That the reports of the Corresponding Secretary 
and Treasurer be made directly to the Committee and 
afterwards to the Society." 

Report of Thomas H. Russell, Treasurer of the Trustees 
of the Permanent Peace Fund, was read by Rev. S. C. 
Bushnell. 

"Voted, to receive and place on file." 

Report of Treasurer, F. M. Patten, duly audited, 
was submitted, accepted and filed. Report of Rev. R. B. 
Howard, Secretary, was read and accepted. 
Adjourned. 

G. W. Stearns, Sec. pro tern. 



THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the American Peace Society was 
held in Pilgrim Hall, Boston, May 25, 1891, at 2.30 p. m. 
Hon. W. E. Sheldon was elected to the chair, and Rev. 
G. W. Stearns was chosen Secretary pro tern. 

Prayer was offered by Secretary R. B. Howard. 
Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. Re- 
ports of Treasurer, F. M. Patten, and Auditor, D. C. 
Heath, were read and accepted. 

A committee of three was elected to make nomi- 
nations of officers for the ensuing year. The chair 
appointed Rev. S. C. Bushnell, D. C. Heath and Sam- 
uel Buffum to constitute the said committee. 

" Voted, That Article VIII of the Constitution be 
amended so as to make the Auditor ex officio a member of 
the Executive Committee. 

"Voted, To substitute in Article VII of the By-laws 
the word "Finance" for the present word "Bills." 

The Committee on Nominations reported as follows : 

Corresponding Secretary, R. B. Howard ; Recording 
Secretary, D. Richards; Treasurer, F. M. Patten; 
Auditor, D. C. Heath ; together with a list of names for 
Vice-Presidents, Directors and Executive Committee (for 
which see opposite page) . The report was accepted. 



The Secretary pro tern, was authorized by the unani- 
mous vote of those present to cast a ballot for those 
named by the Nominating Committee. He did so and 
they were declared elected. 

"Voted, That the same committee report a nomination 
for President." 

Secretary Howard submitted a resolution in reference 
to the Samoan Islands. Referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee with full discretionary power as to the phrase- 
ology. 

For Resolutions finally adopted see below. 

Committee on Nominations nominated Hon. Robert 
Treat Paine of Boston for President. Report accepted 
and Mr. Paine was unanimously elected President by 
ballot. 

The following named persons were by vote requested 
to represent this Society at the Universal Peace Congress 
at Rome, in November next ; Executive Committee being 
empowered to fill vacancies. 

Hon. R. T. Paine, Hon. C. C. Bonney, Hon. P. C. 
Garrett, Rev. W. A. Campbell, D. D., Bishop Fitzger- 
ald, Rev. W. A. Waterman, Hon. J. W. Paterson, Hon. 
Jonathan Chace, Hon W. R. Whiting. 

A resolution of the Executive Committee was read 
urging immediate governmental mediation in Chilian 
affairs, and a letter was read from William H. Wharton, 
acting Secretary of State, declaring that such mediation 
had been offered. Adjourned. 

G. W. Stearns, Sec. pro tern. 



RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL 
MEETING. 

Resolved, That, owing to an increasing conviction that 
reason should take the place of force in settling inter- 
national differences, we rejoice in multiplied arbitrations, 
and in an increasing number of arbitral treaties between 
our own and other countries. In order that juridical 
policy may have added dignity, permanence and power, 
we would urge the establishment of an international tri- 
bunal to which questions unadjusted by negotiation may 
be referred for final discussion. 

Resolved, That we reaffirm our conviction that the im- 
mense and increasing armaments are oppressive to the 
people and dangerous to the peace of the world, and, 
therefore, we would urge upon the nations the duty of 
immediate, simultaneous, proportionate and gradual dis- 
armament. 

Resolved, That we protest against entering upon the 
policy of great armaments such as exist in Europe by the 
United States. 
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Resolved, That we rejoice that the negotiations 
between the United States and Great Britain, as to the 
Behring Sea, have reached a stage where the entire matter 
may be referred to arbitration. We are convinced that 
such a reference and a prompt decision are imperatively 
demanded by all the interests concerned. 

Resolved, That the action of the lawless mob in New 
Orleans furnishes no just ground for hostility between the 
people of Italy and those of the United States. We 
believe the two governments should settle all questions 
arising out of the aforesaid incident, amicably and in 
accordance with treaty obligations and international law. 

Resolved, That in order to meet the obligations 
imposed by international treaties, Congress should enact a 
law, by which offences arising under those treaties, and 
not adjusted promptly by the local and State authorities, 
may be adjudicated by the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above resolution, signed 
by the President of this Society, be forwarded to the 
United States Senators from Massachusetts, with a 
request that a bill to the above effect be presented to 
Congress. 

Resolved, That we believe it to be the duty of the 
Government of the United States, either singly or with 
other Towers, to offer mediation between the two parties 
now waging civil war in Chili, with a view to prevent 
further destruction of property, interruption of commerce 
and shedding of blood. 

The following resolutions were approved in part but 
referred to the Executive Committee for amendment. 

Resolved, That the forcible and bloody attack upon the 
natives and the expulsion of the American Missionaries 
and the destruction of the mission property and the 
schools on the Caroline Islands by the Government of 
Spain, under the pretext of taking possession of an un- 
civilized and unappropriated country, is an outrage on 
civilization and Christianity and as such should be dis- 
countenanced by the United States and other nations of 
Christendom. 

Resolved, That our country should unite with Great 
Britain and such other countries as are willing to join 
them in guaranteeing the neutralization of the Carolines 
and the Samoan group of islands and other similarly cir- 
cumstanced, in order that the natives under the direc- 
tion of their religious teachers may be taught self-gov- 
ernment and independence unmolested by foreign powers. 

On motion of Rev. Chas. B. Smith the following resolu- 
tion was adopted. 

Resolved, That the following named persons be and are 
hereby chosen to be honorary members cf the American 
Peace Society and as such entitled to participate equally 
with other members in the proceedings of the Society, de- 
bate, hold office, but not to exercise the suffrage : 

Hon. Chas. C. Bonney, Chicago, 111. ; Hon. Chas. T. 
Russell, Jr., Boston, Mass.; Hon. J. R. Whiting, M. C, 
St. Clair, Mich.; Hon. F. E. White, M. C, Webster, 
Iowa ; Hon. Thos. B. Bryan, Chicago, 111. ; Hon. Thos. 
N. Hart, Boston, Mass. ; Hon. Nathan Matthews, Jr., 
Boston, Mass. ; Rev. J. H. Allen, Cambridge, Mass. 



The International Postal Congress is in session at 
Vienna. The Minister of Commerce described the object 
of the congress at the opening namely, to establish the 
basis of a scheme for linking together the civilized nations 
of the world in a single postal federation. 



THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. 

Mrt. President and Members op the American Peace 
Society : 

in memoriam. 

The death of our honored president, Hon. Edward S. 
Tobey, Sunday, March 29, after a faithful service of more 
than fifteen years, has bereaved the Society of one of 
its ablest and most devoted friends. His funeral was 
attended by a number of the officers and other mem- 
bers of this Society, April 2. Among his many asso- 
ciates in the work of benevolence, none mourned his 
loss more sincerely. His death was marked by the same 
Christian serenity that had characterized both his public 
and private life. Had he lived another week, he would 
have been seventy-eight years of age and have com- 
pleted half a century of a most beautiful family life. 
The sympathy of those who love peace and honor good- 
ness in this and other lands abides with his afflicted 
household and with this Society which he esteemed 
among the noblest of the many with which he had had 
personal and official connection. The decease of our 
president will make it necessary to fill the vacancy at this 
anniversary. 

Rev. Herman Halsey, who during his lifetime had 
attested his devotion to peace by liberal contributions 
extending over many years, died at his home in East 
Wilson, N.Y., March 24, at the age of 97. He remem- 
bered the cause for which he had labored and prayed dur- 
ing his long life, by a legacy in his will. He was the 
oldest alumnus of Williams College and of Andover 
Theological Seminary. He honored these institutions 
and others with which he was identified by a life of heroic 
devotion to his convictions. Several others of the older 
members have during the year exchanged the turmoil of 
earth for the peace of heaven. 

THE LONDON CONGRESS. 

The most significant event of the year was the Univer- 
sal Peace Congress at London, the second in the current 
series, in some respects one of the most remarkable meet- 
ings ever held. It took place at Westminster town hall 
July 14-19. Your Society was fully represented. One 
delegate, Hon. David Dudley Field, ably presiding over 
its deliberations, others being placed on the board of 
managers, and still others addressing the Congress by 
previously prepared papers or in the more extemporane- 
ous debates. 

Rev. Reuen Thomas, D.D., and Rev. R. B. Howard 
preached sermons at the request of the Congress. Dr. 
Thomas' sermon has since been effectively given in Boston 
and other cities and forms one of our most valuable 
printed documents. 

The delegates of the American Peace Society actually 
present and participating in the deliberations were : 



